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SUBJECT: TURKISH POLICY IN THE AEGEAN 

REF: A) ANKARA 473; B) ANKARA 361; C) ANKARA 339 

1. ON JANUARY 23 EMBASSY OPFICER CALLED ON GUNALTAY SIB AY, 

POREIGN MINISTRY’S PRINCIPAL ACTION OFPICER POR MARITIME APFAIRS, 

POR DISCUSSION OP AEGEAN ISSUES. IN RESPONSE TO EMBOPP'S 
OBSERVATION THAT AEGEAN QUESTION HAD REAPPEARED RATHER 
SUDDENLY AS PROMINENT PUBLIC ISSUE AFTER REMAINING QUIET 
SEVERAL MONTHS, SIBAY SAID THAT ACCORDING TO THE BRUSSELS AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN TURKISH AND GREEK PONMINISTERS, BOTH SIDES WERE SUPPOSED 
TO RETRAIN FROM "AGGRAVATING" THE AEGEAN SITUATION. WHILE THE 
TURKS FELT THEY WERE OBSERVING THE AGREEMENT, THE JANUARY 9 
STATEMENT BY GREEK DEPMIN AVEROPP HAD UPSET THE APPLE CART. 
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HAD INCREASED TO THE POINT THAT THE IRMAK GOVERNMENT (AND PARTICU- 
LARLY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY) EELT CONSTRAINED TO "DO SOMETHING" IN 
ORDER TO COUNTER ALLEGATIONS THAT IT WAS NEGLECTING VITAL NATIONAL 
INTERESTS IN THE AEGEAN. SIBAY EMPHASIZED THAT THE STATEMENT OE 
EORMER PRIMIN BULENT ECEVIT (REF C) WAS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE PRESSURE ON THE IRMAK GOVERNMENT TO PURSUE 
A MORE ACTIVE POLICY. 

2. WHILE SIBAY REITERATED ESTABLISHED GOT POSITIONS REGARDING 
VITAL NATURE OE TURKISH INTERESTS IN THE AEGEAN AND "NO PACKAGE 
DEAL" INVOLVING THE AEGEAN AND CYPRUS, HE ALSO MADE EOLLOWING 
KEY POINTS: 

A. GOT HAS GIVEN "DISCREET SIGNALS" TO ATHENS REGARDING 

THE AEGEAN AND IS AWAITING A RESPONSE (SIBAY DECLINED TO ELABORATE 
ON THE "SIGNALS"); 

B. "LONGVA" RESEARCH VESSEL HAS SET SAIL EOR AEGEAN, 

BUT SIBAY WOULD NOT RPT NOT SAY WHETHER OR NOT THE VESSEL WOULD 
CONDUCT OPERATIONS IN DISPUTED AREA; HOWEVER, HE SAID TURKEY DID 
NOT RPT NOT WANT TO BE "PROVOCATIVE"; 

C. PRIOR TO PALL OP GREEK JUNTA LAST SUMMER, THERE WAS 

AN EXCHANGE OP LETTERS BETWEEN GREEK AND TURKISH CHIEPS OF STAFF, 

IN WHICH THE GOT AGAIN PROPOSED THAT THE AEGEAN BE TURNED INTO 
AN "AREA OP COOPERATION"; SIBAY ALSO REFERRED TO PRIMIN IRMAK'S 
OPFER OP "JOINT PROSPECTING" IN THE AEGEAN (REP B). 

3. COMMENT: IN THE PAST, SIBAY HAD BEEN A KNOWLEDGEABLE AND 
INPORMATIVE SOURCE REGARDING AEGEAN AND LAW-OP-SEA APPAIRS. 

DESPITE RELATIVELY LOW RANK, HE SEEMS WEEL REGARDED WITHIN 
POREIGN MINISTRY (HE WAS HURRIEDLY SUMMONED PROM OUR DISCUSSION 
TO A MEETING WITH POREIGN MINISTER). 
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